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Offlcmls seek PCBs burial site

By Judy Katz L
To test local reaction to sites near

agencies have outlined a series of

meetings culminating in a public fo-

rum Nov. 1.

The federal Environmental Pro-
tection Agency mandated

tion of one of the sites, Silver |
near the General Electric Co. plant,
this summer.

The two other possible locations
for burying the waste sediment
have not been officially disclosed.

Environmental officials said in

Hartford on Tuesday that want
to give that information directly to
residents of the affécted communi-
ties before m. it public. But an
EPA engineer that Woods

Pond and its backwaters is a likely
candidate.

The Nov. 1 public forum will be
meeting and has been ten-
set for 7 p.m. in the Berk-

'l‘he section of the Housatonic tar-
eted for action stretches from

E’
ut:i biphen Plé'gto_w Pocd
on the ue-buy:x 4

NoPCBburlalgmmdmaybe

needed. Of three cleanup options
being evaluated by GE in com:
pliance with a joint state-federal or-
der, only one, dredging, involves
massive removal of PCB-containing
sediments. The study to determine
which option will do the most good
mn;ela to its cost is just begin-

But Joyce and speaking in
Hartford on Mdzlﬁat a meeting
of a workln& on water-borne
¢ pollutants that cross state lines,
stressed the importance of glvlng
area residents an early voice.

“We want to defuse opposition by

making sure people have all the
facts,”” Joyce said.

Hynes, who monitors GE’s com-
liance with the order to study
s in the Housatonic, said the
disposal-site controve! that is
holding- up a larger PCB cleanup

project for the Hudson River con-
tains a |esson, That lesson, she said,
is that “to select a site and present
it as a fait acco is to set your-
selves up for trouble.”

GE talked over three sites with
the EPA last week, Hynes said. But
she said they still hlve to be
checked against “‘a maze of regu-
lations’’ that could scratch one or
more from the list.

Because the affected communities
should t the list first, she said,

ined to reveal specmc loca-
tions at the Hartford session, which
was attended mainly by Connecticut

residents.
But she did talk about the sites in
Eﬂ:ral terms and identified Silver
by name because its status as
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"a candidate has been public know-
edge for months.

The EPA asked GE to investigate

ways of turning part of Silver Lake

into a sediment receptacle by di-

%

to bury GE’s PCBs on
GE p! :

A second possibility, she said, is a
site close to the river. ‘“The most
obvious, for those who know the
river, would be Woods Pond and the
backwaters of Woods Pond,” she
said. “Woods Pond is already a sink
for PCB sediments.”

Such a site would minimize the
need to truck sediments through
areas where le live, she said. It
could minimize disturbance to the
river as well because ‘less total
work would need to be done.”

And, she said, — as in the case of
Silver Lake — the disposal spot
would be one that is contaminated

angway.
ut, she said, such an alternative
“would disturb the ecosystem.”

The third possibility would be an
upland site away from the river, she
said. To be suitable, she said, land
would have to have clay soil, be
close to the dredging area, be easily
reached by road and be the correct

distance from bedrock, streams and

populated areas.

licly owned land would be
best, to eliminate the need to take
private property, she said.

Ronald F. Desgroseilliers, GE’s
Pittsfield environmental manager,
said all sites under consideration
‘“‘belong to the commonwealth or an-
other public organization.”

Not for export

Trucking the sediment out of state

is not an option. Hynes said there is
no suitable out-of-state landfill
available.
\ And, she added, even if there
were, she would consider it a waste
of scarce hazardous-waste landfill
space to use it for PCBs so lightly
concentrated in such large volumes
of sediment.

“It is,better to save the space for
the most toxic wastes,”’ she said. “A
responsible approach is that waste
generated locally should be dealt
with locally.”

Desgroseilliers added that the

amount of sediment that would be are “five feet from contaminated
: ~if Woods Pond sediment,” she said,
established that sediment-bound

dredging is the ultimate choice —
250,000 cubic yards — would fill all
the space prepared for PCBs in the
only two chemical landfills in the
nation now certified to receive
them.

excellent candidates for proper land
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PCBs will not dissolve in water or
migrate.

 that the federal Food and Drug Ad-
setfor food fish.

Anti-PCB battle may include
lowering level of Woods Pond

As part of its search for the most
cost-effective way of dealin? with
contamination by PCBs — polychle-
rinated biphenyls. — in the Hous-
atonic River, General Electric Co.
wants to arrange to drain as much
water as possible from Woods Pond
this fall

Speaking at an interstate meeting -
Tuesday in Hartford on pollutants
that cross state lines, Ronald F.
Desgroseilliers, manager of envi-
ronmental programs for GE in
Pittsfield, said that could be done
by leaving open the bypass channel
at the Woods Pond plant of Kim-
berly-Clark Corp.’s Schweitzer divi-
sion.

GE is evaluating the technical
feasibility and cost-effectiveness of
several potential PCB-cleanup
methods for river areas between
GE’s plant and the Woods Pond
dam where sediments contain more
than 50 parts per million of toxic
PCBs.

One option under investigation is
dredging. Emptying Woods Pond
would help the company determine
how much contaminated sediment
could be exposed for excavation
rather than being scooped up under-
water.

Dry excavation would reduce the
risk that dredging would increase
contamination in the Housatonic be-
low Woods Pond by disturbing sedi-
ment, freeing it to float
downstream.

Other options under study are
leaving the sediment in place but
sealing it off from the river with a
covering such as gravel, rock or fly
ash, and channeling the river
around pockets of contamination.

A fourth option, always included
in such studies as a touchstone, is
doing nothing. But Desgroseilliers
said that for GE, that option also
would involve action — building a
spillway at Woods Pond to prevent
high water or storms from washing
contaminated sediment down-
stream.

Under that option, he said, “you
would use Woods Pond as a giant
stabilization basin.”

Natural trap
Earlier GE studies identified the

- backwaters of Woods Pond as a nat-

ural trap for PCB-laden sediments.

At this point, Desgroseilliers said,
“that is the option I prefer.”
But later in the same meeting;

Environmental Protection A
engineer Patricia Hynes, w
monitoring GE’s compliance with a
joint federal-state consent order
mandating the study and cleanup
work, stated a different preference.

“Dredging and disposal is the one
I am most interested in,” she said.

But the studies that will provide
the basis for a choice have just be-
gun. Desgroseilliers said GE’s con-
sultants will begin intensive
examination of the options Oct. 1,
looking at the technical aspects, en-
vironmental impact and cost of
each, and the degree to which each
one would accomplish the goal of
protecting human health and the en-
vironment.

About 90 days later, he said, the
company will present recommenda-
tions to the EPA and the state De-
partment of Environmental Quality
Engineering. >

If the agencies approve those rec-
ommendations, he said, GE will
start preliminary engineering work
on the options that have survived
the study process.



