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By Kirk Scharfenberg
"The General Electric Co. yesterday in-
formed the federal Environmental Pro-
tection Agency (EPA) that it intends to

Boston said mummmu:eagéwym
“probably” issue a permit setting
limit within the next six weeks. The

‘ temperatures

Berkshire Eagle, May 18 1976, p.1+

The development of an adequate sub-
stitute for use in transformers had been
considered especially difficult because
approaching the flash-point
are frequently reached within ‘trans-
formers. ;

PCB has been found to cause failures
in the reproductive systems of fish, can-
cer in laboratory animals and deforming

“the of the toxic sub- 'company could appeal that decision skin diseases in humans. Like DDT, it
tmnmw in ‘r:v manufac- qun tively within EPA and builds up into higher concentrations as it
tured in Pittsfield by Dec. 31, 1977. eventually in court. is passed up along the food chain. :

The commitment by GE, the nation’s
largest manufacturer of electrical equip-
ment — the only manufacturing process
_in which PCB is now used — indicates

for the first time that the application of

the substance in industry, widespread
. since’1929, is in fact nearing its end.

But while the termination of PCB use
would end the possibility of any new dis-
charges into the Housatonic River, it will

“not end the discharge of residual
amounts of the substance — built up in

i

The EPA engineer, Bernard Sacks, also
said even tougher standards — one part
per billion — will probably be imposed on
Sprague Electric Co. discharges of PCB
into the Hoosic River in North Adams,
despite objections from Sprague officials
that it cannot be met.

While GE has previously pledged to
phase out the use of PCB here, it has
never before set a deadline for that ac-
tion, asserting that no suitable_substitute
for the substance — used as an in-
sulating fluid in transformers — had
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Spurred by the discovery of high con-
centrations of PCB in fish in the Hudson
River — PCB believed to have come
from GE capacitor plants north of Al-
bany, N.Y. — a major nationwide study
of PCB pollution has found the substance
to be spread widely the
environment. In the Housatonic, fish
samples tested by the EPA have found
concentrations up to seven times the
health standards established by the
federal Food and Drug Administration.

. Locally, GE has been using a high-in-
tensity incinerator to burn up Pyranol
spilled during the manufacture of trans-
formers since 1972 and the company

GE to end PCB use
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